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Ensuring Responsible Spending of Recovery Act Funds

Funding available under the Recovery Act has clear purposes – to stimulate the economy through measures that modernize the Nation’s infrastructure, improve energy efficiency, and expand educational opportunities and access to health care. HUD strongly urges grantees to use CDBG-R funds for hard development costs associated with infrastructure activities that provide basic services to residents or activities that promote energy efficiency and conservation through rehabilitation or retrofitting of existing buildings.  While the full range of CDBG activities is available to grantees, the Department strongly suggests that grantees incorporate consideration of the public perception of the intent of the Recovery Act in identifying and selecting projects for CDBG-R funding.

A.  Spreadsheet for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities

insert budget page - 

B.  CDBG-R Information by Activity (Complete for each activity)
(1) Activity Name: Rehabilitation Collaboration Program
(2) Activity Narrative:  

The Rehabilitation Collaboration Program is a cooperative program that brings together the rehab and weatherization expertise and services from the participating partners to deliver house repairs and weatherization services in order to maximize the benefits for qualified families.   The Rehabilitation Collaboration Program will be allocated $500,000 of CDBG-R funding.  The City of Toledo will administer the program and provide funds to undertake repairs to residential structures under the following instances: 

a. To correct moisture, ventilation or electrical issues that prohibit projects from moving forward through Neighborhood Housing Services of Toledo’s (NHS) weatherization program, Economic Opportunity Planning Association of Greater Toledo (EOPA) emergency senior repair program, City of Toledo’s lead hazard control program or other programs (Northwest Ohio Development Act’s emergency repair program, East Toledo Family Center as examples).  With these home repairs completed, then the weatherization, additional emergency repairs or lead-base paint hazard control work will be able to proceed and be completed.  The source of NHS weatherization funds is other Recovery Act funds.  

b. To undertake an envelope program within target areas.  Specific allowable activities include the following: repairing or replacing roofs; replacing energy-inefficient or lead painted exterior windows and doors; repairing or replacing deteriorated porches; tuck pointing or replacing exterior masonry foundations or chimneys; repairing, replacing or installing storm doors; repairing or replacing deteriorated or missing trim, soffits, fascia or siding; prepping and painting exterior trim, soffits, fascia and sidewalls or installing insulation and new non-wood siding, trim, fascia or soffits; and repairing or replacing gutters, downspouts and splash blocks.  Within the target areas, NHS is committed to undertake weatherization projects on qualified properties, possibly utilizing Recovery Act funds.  

Financing of the house repairs to eligible property owners will be available up to $7,500 per unit for each project, with an average of $5,000 per unit.  The financing will be provided as a grant to the property owner with low- or moderate-income households for activity (a) described above.  For eligible low-income families in the target area, NHS will provide up to $6,500 of weatherization services based upon need.   

To further the program objectives, the City of Toledo in conjunction with its partners will select target areas to undertake the Rehabilitation Collaboration Program for activity b, the Envelope Program.  The program will be marketed in target neighborhoods; initial interest forms will be received, processed and sent to the appropriate partner.  Each partner will perform their specific review and make the determination as to their own program eligibility.  For homes eligible for the envelope program, the City of Toledo will assess the house, write specifications, bid projects, award and contract with the winning bidders, monitor the project, perform and process draw inspections, and dispense funding to contractors.  For homes eligible for the weatherization program, NHS will perform a separate weatherization inspection, write the specifications, and perform or contract for the weatherization work.  Seventy percent (70%) of the recipients of funding for activity (b) will be low and moderate-income households.  It is anticipated that at least 100 housing units will be assisted through the Rehabilitation Collaboration Program.  
The Rehabilitation Collaboration Program will be able to be undertaken within a month of approval of this substantial amendment.  A contract will be prepared prior to approval and will be submitted for signature following notification of the approval of this substantial amendment.  NHS has already identified 117 cases where weatherization projects are being held due to unresolved moisture, ventilation or electrical issues. The City of Toledo will begin processing these applications immediately upon contract execution, with the first projects being completed within the 45 days.

The Rehabilitation Collaboration Program will address several Recovery Act objectives.  By correcting moisture, ventilation and electrical problems and thus allowing weatherization projects to move forward, the program provides investment needed to increase economic efficiency of the occupants by lowering operating costs and providing additional discretionary income and reduces the occupant’s energy consumption fostering energy independence.  Local contractors involved in the program will be able to continue the employment of their existing employees or may allow contractors to add additional employees.

An amount equal to $650,000 in additional Recovery funds will supplement the amount received by CDBG-R.  

(3) Jobs Created: 
The repair activity will create opportunities for construction jobs for small contractors.  Each project will require at least one construction worker per project for the duration of the project, providing temporary work for at least 100 construction workers.   In addition, there will be two workers for each property in which weatherization work is completed.  The weatherization work will be funded with other Recovery Act funds.

(4) Additional Activity Information: 

The installation of energy-efficient windows, doors and insulation promote energy conservation by reducing energy consumption, providing additional disposable income to low- or moderate-income households occupying those housing units if occupants pay the utility that provides the energy for heating equipment.  Additionally, the repair and any subsequent weatherization or repairs by partner organizations provide additional useful life to the structure, which preserves the existing housing stock, a key principle of smart growth philosophy.  

The eligibility (Regulatory or HCDA) citation under which this activity qualifies is 570.202 and the national objective citation is low- to moderate-income housing (LMH).

(5) Responsible Organization: 

The City of Toledo’s Department of Neighborhoods will be responsible for implementation of the Rehabilitation Collaboration Program.   The contact person for this program is:

Program Administration:  Mike Badik, Commissioner of Housing

Contact Information:

City of Toledo

Department of Neighborhoods

One Government Center Suite 1800

Toledo, Ohio 43604

(419) 936-2602

B.  CDBG-R Information by Activity (Complete for each activity)
1) Activity Name: Dorr Street Infrastructure 
2) Activity Narrative:  

Dorr Street was the commercial heart of the African-American community until “urban renewal” in the late 1960’s.  Efforts to rebuild this once active and culturally rich urban business district have languished for nearly 40 years.  The area between Detroit Avenue and Collingwood Blvd. now resembles a parkway, with a generous right-of-way and expansive lawn areas where businesses once stood.  The size of the space and roadway is lacking human scale and architectural context for an urban setting.  A boulevard treatment has been suggested to assist with reducing the overwhelming scale of the roadway.

This proposal is to augment efforts by the community to enhance the corridor.  Two 600’ long traffic islands would replace unnecessary center lane pavement between Forest Ave. and Lawrence St.  This location is adjacent to Smith Park and a new elementary school.  The proposed traffic/beautification islands have been spaced to accommodate an existing crosswalk at Hawley Street.  The suggested treatment will provide a sense of human scale to the roadway and add color and texture suitable to an urban context.  Low profile concrete traffic islands with stamped colored concrete panels and freestanding planting pots have been recommended.  Traffic islands would provide at-grade planting beds to support additional plantings.  All planting spaces would be irrigated.  The project is budgeted for $350,000.
With the $350,000 CDBG-R funding, this project is ready to be bid.  With HUD approval of the City’s CDBG-R application, this project can be bid out, with construction beginning in the fall of 2009 or spring of 2010.  Without CDBG-R funding, this project will not move forward at this time.

The Dorr Street Infrastructure Project will address at least two Recovery Act objectives.  The project will create at least five construction jobs.  But this investment in the Dorr Street infrastructure will make for a more appealing entry into the Dorr Street Corridor and make it more attractive for the redevelopment of adjacent vacant parcels.

No other Recovery Act funds are committed to carry out activities under this activity.
(3) Jobs Created: 

It is anticipated that five construction jobs will be created through this program. 

(4) Additional Activity Information: 

The infrastructure improvements are being made to attract redevelopment of commercial and residential vacant land in the corridor created during earlier urban renewal projects.  Redevelopment of vacant urban renewal properties and improvement of existing urban infrastructure that encourages reuse of urban vacant properties are critical components of smart growth principles.  

The eligibility (Regulatory or HCDA) citation under which this activity qualifies is 570.203(b) and the nation objective citation is low- to moderate-income jobs (LMJ).

(5) Responsible Organization:
The City of Toledo’s Department of Neighborhoods will be responsible for oversight of the use of CDBG-R funds for the Dorr Street Infrastructure Project.   The contact person for this project is:

Administrator:
Jody Prude, Manager

Contact Information:

Department of Neighborhoods

City of Toledo

One Government Center, Suite 1800

Toledo, Ohio 43604

(419) 936-2605

B.  CDBG-R Information by Activity (Complete for each activity)
(1) Activity Name: Foreclosure Rescue Funding Program
(2) Activity Narrative:  

The City of Toledo will provide foreclosure rescue funding to the Fair Housing Center (FHC) in the amount of $215,000.  The Fair Housing Center will then advertise, process applications and provide emergency grants to mortgage companies on behalf of qualified low- and moderate-income households in an amount of up to three months to assist households to avoid foreclosure.  With such funding, it is anticipated that a minimum of 100 households can be assisted to avoid foreclosure.  At least 70% of the foreclosure rescue funds will benefit low or moderate-income households.
Many property owners within the City of Toledo are struggling to make their mortgage payments.  The City of Toledo has consistently ranked in the top 35 U.S. metropolitan areas when the foreclosure rate is considered.  

Fair Housing Center is one of two local agencies that have successfully provided foreclosure rescue funding in the past from other governmental agencies.  The Fair Housing Center has been most successful in loan modifications when it has been able to provide some grant funds as an inducement to loan companies.  Unfortunately, the Fair Housing Center has limited foreclosure rescue funding remaining from other resources. 

This activity will address the Recovery Act goal by assisting several households that have been impacted by the recession.  Many households who have fallen behind on their mortgage payment have had a decrease in their income due to their loss of employment, reduction in hours or new employment at lower wage.

No other Recovery Act funds will be used to carry out this activity.
(3) Jobs Created:  
Fair Housing Center will be provided a $300 direct fee for each household for which rescue funds are utilized to avoid foreclosure.  While the primary purpose of this activity is to assist those being impacted by the recession, the processing fee will partially support the equivalent of 1 permanent Fair Housing Center employee.

(4) Additional Activity Information: 

This activity will allow a property to be occupied by an owner-occupant.  Foreclosed homes become vacant and vulnerable to vandalism, criminal activity, house stripping and arson.  Vacant, abandoned and foreclosed upon properties can lead to other neighboring property owners to delay maintenance and repair, leading to more blighted houses.  Such activity leads to additional abandonment.

Foreclosure rescue funds can prevent such abandonment and lead to continued use of existing houses and infrastructure, a key component of smart growth principles.  

The eligibility (Regulatory or HCDA) citation under which this activity qualifies is 570.204 and the national objective citation is low- to moderate-income clientele (LMC).

(5) Responsible Organization: 

The City of Toledo will contract with the Fair Housing Center for implementation of the Foreclosure Rescue Funding Program.   The contact person for this program is:

Administrator:
Kathy Broka, President & CEO

Contact Information:

Fair Housing Center

432 N. Superior Street

Toledo, Ohio 43604

(419) 243-6163

B.  CDBG-R Information by Activity (Complete for each activity)
(1) Activity Name: Rental Rehabilitation Program 
(2) Activity Narrative:  

The City of Toledo will create a Rental Rehabilitation Program fund in the amount of $300,000 to promote the rehabilitation of rental units in single-family structures (1 to 4 residential units in a structure).  These funds will be available to property owners of rental property in one to four-family buildings whose units are occupied by low- and moderate-income households.  The City will provide up to $1 from this fund for each $1 provided by property owner, with a maximum $12,000 per unit from the fund.  The funds will be provided to qualified property owners as a ten-year forgivable loan at a 3% interest rate.  To be eligible for this forgivable loan, the property owner must commit to lease only to low- and moderate-income households and maintain the property in habitable condition.  One tenth of the loan will be given for each year at the anniversary of each mortgage if the participating property owner meets all of the following conditions:

a. Continued ownership;

b. Continued rental of all funded units to low- or moderate-income families; and

c. Maintenance of the property in a habitable status.

When the replacement of heating systems or water heater is required, the new equipment will need to meet Energy Star rating. 

All units in the single-family structure, including any owner-occupied unit among them, will be eligible for Rental Rehabilitation Program.  Priority will be given to property owners within its targeted NSP or Rehab Collaboration neighborhoods or to individual properties with a pending City Lead-Based Paint Program or NHS Weatherization application.

It is anticipated that at least 25 units will be rehabbed under this program.  

The City currently runs a lead-based paint hazard control program.  In that program, only lead-based paint hazards are addressed in units that do not have any major housing, building or health code violations that threaten the health, safety and welfare of the occupants.  Currently, several rental property owners who must make repairs prior to having lead-based paint hazard control work initiated are seeking the financing to make to correct the major housing, building or code violations and are having difficulty in obtaining adequate funding.  Due to this pool of rental property owners, it is anticipated that the City will be able to begin processing Rental Rehabilitation Program applications upon HUD approval.

This activity will address at least three Recovery Act objectives.  The construction activity preserves or creates opportunities for employment of construction workers.  Additionally, the provision of public financing will preserve the existing housing and reduce the need for construction of new rental housing projects; thus in this manner, the Rental Rehabilitation Program supports smart growth principle of maximizing the use of existing housing infrastructure.  Where sealing, weatherization or insulation installation is performed, its primary benefit is the reduction in energy consumption, which promotes energy independence.

No additional Recovery Act funds are anticipated to be utilized for this activity.
(3) Jobs Created: 
Each project will provide employment for at least 2 construction workers for each of the projects, employing a total of 50 construction workers.

(4) Additional Activity Information: 

This activity will allow a property to be maintained by a property owner, thus avoiding the abandonment of the property.  Vacant properties are vulnerable to vandalism, criminal activity, house stripping and arson.  Vacant properties can lead other neighboring property owners to delay maintenance and repair, leading to further numbers of blighted houses.  Such activity leads to additional abandonment.

Thus the Rental Rehabilitation Program can prevent such abandonment and lead to continued use of existing houses and infrastructure, a key component of smart growth principles.  

The eligibility (Regulatory or HCDA) citation under which this activity qualifies is 570.202 and the nation objective citation is low- to moderate-income housing (LMH).

(5) Responsible Organization: 

The City of Toledo’s Department of Neighborhoods will be responsible implementation of the Rental Rehabilitation Program.   The contact person for this program is:

Administrator:
 Jody Prude, Manager

Contact Information:

Department of Neighborhoods

City of Toledo

One Government Center, Suite 1800

Toledo, Ohio 43604

(419) 936-2605

B.  CDBG-R Information by Activity (Complete for each activity)
(1) Activity Name: J. Frank Troy Senior Center Construction 
(2) Activity Narrative:  

The City of Toledo will provide a $100,000 grant to be used to partially pay for the construction of a new J. Frank Troy Senior Center.  The new center will be relocated to the corner of Indiana and City Park, which is in an African-American, CDBG-eligible, low-income neighborhood.  Meals and other senior activities and services will be available, providing nutrition and needed services for the neighborhood seniors.  Unfortunately, the J. Frank Troy Senior Center has outgrown its current location at the corner and needs additional space.  The new building will have a total of 11,000 square feet, housing the existing J. Frank Troy Senior Center which provides senior recreational, social, community and nutritional services in an expanded and improved space, along with the new Warren Adult Day Care Center that provides a full range of supportive and care services.  In addition, the new location will also provide badly needed additional parking spaces.  

The total project cost is $1,300,000.  With the $100,000 gap financing in place, construction can begin as early as September 2009.  No other Recovery Act funds will be utilized in this project.

This activity will meet at least two of the Recovery Act objectives – preservation or creation of jobs and the avoidance of loss of much needed service.  During the construction, 25 to 40 construction workers will be employed.  With the construction of new public service facility, existing jobs at the senior center will be preserved.  In addition, the seniors will not lose the needed services within their neighborhood. 

No additional Recovery Act funds are anticipated to be utilized in this activity.
(3) Jobs Created:
Each project will provide at least 25 to 40 construction workers employment through the construction.  In addition, it will preserve employment of the Center’s existing employees, which would be lost to the community if the J. Frank Troy Senior Center were to close.

(4) Additional Activity Information: 

This center will be built utilizing green technology, which reduces energy consumption cost per square foot.   In addition to energy-efficiency improvements, the center will be built on land previously cleared of blighted property and relying on existing City infrastructure, thus promoting smart growth principles.  

The eligibility (Regulatory or HCDA) citation under which this activity qualifies is 570.201(c) and the national objective citation is LMJ.

(5) Responsible Organization:

The City of Toledo’s Department of Neighborhoods will oversee the use of these 

construction funds.   The contact person for this project is:

Administrator:
Larry Anderson, Administrator

Contact Information:

Department of Neighborhoods

City of Toledo

One Government Center, Suite 1800

Toledo, Ohio 43604

(419) 245-1440

B.  CDBG-R Information by Activity (Complete for each activity)
(1) Activity Name: Roof/Envelope Program
(2) Activity Narrative:  

The Roof/Envelope Program is a program focused on repairs to the exterior residential structures in targeted neighborhoods.  Specific allowable activities in this program are as follow:

· repairing or replacing roofs; 

· replacing energy-inefficient or lead painted exterior windows and doors;

· repairing or replacing deteriorated porches; 

· tuckpointing or replacing exterior masonry foundations or chimneys; 

· repairing, replacing or installing storm doors; repairing or replacing deteriorated or missing trim, soffits, fascia or siding; 

· prepping and painting exterior trim, soffits, fascia and sidewalls or installing insulation and new non-wood siding, trim, fascia or soffits; 

· weatherizing windows and doors and insulating crawl spaces, basements, walls, ceilings, attics; or

· repairing or replacing gutters, downspouts and splash blocks. 

This program is based upon the City of Toledo’s existing successful Weather the Storm Program.

The total amount of funding for this program will be $466,045.  Financing of the house repairs to eligible property owners will be available up to $7,500 per unit for each project, with an average of $5,000 per unit.  The financing will be provided as a grant to the property owner within target neighborhoods.  The target neighborhoods for the Roof/Envelope Program will include Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) tipping point neighborhoods and NSP CDC target neighborhoods.  It is anticipated that at least 63 units will be assisted through the Roof/Envelope Program funding.

At least 70% of the Roof/Envelope Program funding will benefit low- or moderate-income households. To meet this regulatory restriction, the first priority will be given to low- or moderate-income property owners who occupy their home as their primary residence within the target neighborhoods.  Second priority will be given to low- or moderate-income property owners of rental properties whose rental property is occupied by low- or moderate-income households.

The City of Toledo will administer this program.  The City will rely on neighborhood community and faith-base organizations to market this program, collect interest forms and provide them to the City.  The City then will take applications, verify information and provide preliminary approval or denial.  Once the application has been preliminarily approved, city personnel will perform site inspections, write specifications, bid the projects, award contracts, prepare and coordinate execution of contracts, monitor construction, perform inspection draws and dispense funds.  

It is anticipated that at least 90 housing units will be assisted through the Roof/Envelope Program.  
Upon HUD approval of the CDBG-R application, the city will notify the community and faith-base organizations to begin marketing and soliciting residents to fill out interest forms.  The City will then receive and process interest forms.  It is anticipated that the first units will be completed within 120 days of HUD approval. 

The Roof/Envelope Program will address several Recovery Act objectives.  By correcting moisture, ventilation and electrical problems and thus allowing weatherization projects to move forward, the program provides investment needed to increase economic efficiency of the occupants by lowering operating costs and providing additional discretionary income and reduces the occupant’s energy consumption fostering energy independence.  Local contractors involved in the program will be able to continue the employment of their existing employees or may allow contractors to add additional employees.   
No additional Recovery Act funds are anticipated to be utilized in this activity.
(3) Jobs Created:
The repair activity will create opportunities for construction jobs for small contractors.  Each project will require at least one construction worker per project for the duration of the project, bringing a total of at least temporary work for at least 90 construction workers.   

(4) Additional Activity Information: 

The installation of energy-efficient windows, doors and insulation promote energy conservation by reducing energy consumption, providing additional disposable income to low- or moderate-income households occupying those housing units if occupants pay the utility that provides the energy for heating equipment.  

The eligibility (Regulatory or HCDA) citation under which this activity qualifies is 570.202 and the national objective citation is LMH.  

(5) Responsible Organization: 

The City of Toledo’s Department of Neighborhoods will be responsible for implementation of the Roof/Envelope Program.  The contact person for this program is:

Administrator:
Jody Prude, Manager

Contact Information:

Department of Neighborhoods

City of Toledo

One Government Center, Suite 1800

Toledo, Ohio 43604

(419) 936-2605

B.  CDBG-R Information by Activity (Complete for each activity)
(1) Activity Name: Administration 
(2) Activity Narrative:  

The total CDBG – R administrative cost is projected to be $210,000 or 10% of the full CDBG-R allocation received by the City of Toledo.   For those activities undertaken by agencies other than the City of Toledo, the City of Toledo will receive 5% of the CDBG-R activity allocation to administer the program and 5% will be received by the responsible agency with which the City will contract for that activity.  For all other activities, the City of Toledo will receive 10% of the CDBG-R activity allocation.

Given that formula, the Fair Housing Center will be allocated a maximum of $10,750 for administration expenses.  

While the administration activity will not directly address any of the Recovery Act activity goals, the administration activity will indirectly address the specific direct Recovery Act activity goals according to the following schedule:

· Administration of Rehabilitation Collaboration Program -- Preserving and creating jobs and promoting economic recovery and fostering energy independence (Activity 1, Activity Narrative);
· Administration of Dorr Street Infrastructure Project -- Preserving and creating jobs and promoting economic recovery and investment in transportation, that will provide long-term economic benefits (Activity 2, Activity Narrative);
· Administration of Foreclosure Rescue Funding -- Preserving and creating jobs and promoting economic recovery and assisting those most impacted by the recession (Activity 3, Activity Narrative);
· Administration of Rental Rehabilitation Program -- Preserving and creating jobs and promoting economic recovery and fostering energy independence (Activity 4, Activity Narrative);
· Administration of Frank Troy Senior Center -- Preserving and creating jobs and promoting economic recovery and assisting those most impacted by the recession (Activity 5, Activity Narrative); and
· Administration of Roof/Envelope Program -- Preserving and creating jobs and promoting economic recovery and fostering energy independence (Activity 6, Activity Narrative. 
No additional Recovery Act funds are anticipated to be utilized in this activity.
(3) Jobs Created: 
The administration activity partially supports existing administrative staff at the City and at the Fair Housing Center to undertake CDBG-R activities.  No new jobs will be created. The funding will support the retention of at least two full-time employees.

(4) Additional Activity Information: 

While the administration activity will not directly promote energy conservation, smart growth, green building technologies or reduced pollution emissions, the direct project activity for which the administrative active supports does support some of them.  The administration activity supports the specific direct activity according the following schedule:

· Administration of Rehabilitation Collaboration Program – Promotion of energy conservation and smart growth principles (Activity 1, Additional Activity Information);
· Administration of Dorr Street Infrastructure Project -- Promotion of energy conservation and smart growth principles (Activity 2, Additional Activity Information);
· Administration of Foreclosure Rescue Funding -- Promotion of energy conservation and smart growth principles (Activity 3, Additional Activity Information);
· Administration of Rental Rehabilitation Program -- Promotion of energy conservation and smart growth principles (Activity 4, Additional Activity Information);
· Administration of Frank Troy Senior Center -- Promotion of energy conservation and smart growth principles (Activity 5, Additional Activity Information);
· Administration of Roof/Envelope Program -- Promotion of energy conservation and smart growth principles (Activity 6, Additional Activity Information).
The eligibility (Regulatory or HCDA) citation under which this activity qualifies is 570.206.  A national objective is not identified for planning and administration activities.  

(5) Responsible Organization: 

The City of Toledo’s Department of Neighborhoods will oversee the use of these funds.   The contact person for this project is:

Administrator:
Maria Gorny, Manager

Contact Information:

Department of Neighborhoods

City of Toledo

One Government Center, Suite 1800

Toledo, Ohio 43604

(419) 245-1401

The City of Toledo has not budgeted any portion of this grant to public services.  In addition, each activity undertaken, with the exception of administrative costs, has as its beneficiaries, either persons of low- to moderate-income or persons designated as a “presumed benefit” population, specifically elderly persons, thus ensuring that at least 70 percent of the grant amount will benefit person of low and moderate income.  

C.  Public Comment 

Provide a summary of public comments received to the proposed CDBG-R Substantial Amendment.

Note:  A Proposed CDBG-R Substantial Amendment must be published via the usual methods and posted on the jurisdiction’s website for no less than 7 calendar days for public comment.

Response:

The City of Toledo announced through three local periodicals its intent to submit a substantial amendment to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for CDBG-R funds.  On May 10, 2009, a public notice was published in the Blade and on May 13, 2009 a public notice was published in The Toledo Journal and El Tiempo, announcing that the city would accept comments regarding its intended use of CDBG-R through mail, email or fax.  The public comment period began on May 19, 2009 and extended through ten full days, until May 28, 2009.  The City of Toledo also posted information on its website for the same period.    

The City of Toledo received one public comment in response to the 10-day public comment period.  The response, from Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO), suggested that the City of Toledo should have solicited input and recommendations for the allocations prior to the selections of potential projects.  LAWO also suggested that the amount allocated “to combat the epidemic of mortgage foreclosures are wholly inadequate”.  LAWO expresses their concern that to limit the assistance to only one component of this issue does not provide an adequate response.  Their suggestion was that at least $500,000 should be dedicated to legal assistance and credit counseling programs.  

LAWO further suggested that an attorney’s assistance would allow an analysis and challenge to applicable legal issues involving mortgage and loan modifications. Without this assistance, homeowners could end up with loan modifications that result in higher monthly payments and unreasonably higher fees and costs, increasing the chance of a homeowner again being in default on their loan.  

This comment is included as an attachment to this section.        

Public Comment attached 

CDBG-R Substantial Amendment 

Grantee Checklist

For the purposes of expediting review, HUD asks that applicants submit the following checklist along with the CDBG-R Substantial Amendment, Spreadsheet for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities, and SF-424.

Contents of a CDBG-R Action Plan Substantial Amendment

	Jurisdiction(s): City of Toledo, OH

Lead Agency: City of Toledo

Jurisdiction Web Address:     

(http:/www.Toledo.oh.gov


	CDBG-R Contact Person: Kattie M. Bond

Address: One Government Center

               Department of Neighborhoods

               Suite 1800

               Toledo, OH 43604

Telephone: (419) 936-3647
             

Fax: (419) 245-1413                             

Email: kattie.bond@toledo.oh.gov                          


The elements in the substantial amendment required for the CDBG recovery funds are:

A.  Spreadsheet for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities

Does the submission contain a paper copy of the Spreadsheet for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities?

 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
    No FORMCHECKBOX 

Verification found on page 2
Does the submission include an electronic version of the Spreadsheet for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities sent to the email box CDBG-R@hud.gov?




 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
    No FORMCHECKBOX 

Date Spreadsheet was emailed: 06/02/09
Does the Spreadsheet for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities include, for each activity:

· amount of funds budgeted for each activity, including CDBG-R funds, any additional Recovery Funds used and total activity budget, 





Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
    No FORMCHECKBOX 

Verification found on page(s)  3,4,6,8,10-12,14,15,16
· the Eligibility citation (eligibility regulatory cite or HCDA cite),

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
    No FORMCHECKBOX 

Verification found on page(s)  4,7,9,11,12,15,17
· the CDBG national objective citation,

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
    No FORMCHECKBOX 

Verification found on page(s)  4,7,9,11,12,15,17
B.  CDBG-R Information by Activity

Does the submission contain information by activity describing how the grantee will use the funds, including:

· a narrative for each activity describing how CDBG-R funds will be used in a manner that maximizes job creation and economic benefit, 

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
    No FORMCHECKBOX 

Verification found on page(s)  4,6,8,10-12,15,16
· projected number of jobs created for each activity, 

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
    No FORMCHECKBOX 

Verification found on page(s)  4,6,8,11,12,15,16
· whether an activity will promote energy efficiency and conservation, 

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
    No FORMCHECKBOX 

Verification found on page(s)  16  
· the name, location, and contact information for the entity that will carry out the activity,
 

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
    No FORMCHECKBOX 

Verification found on page(s)   5,7,9,11,13,15,17
· evidence that no more than 10% of the grant amount will be spent on administration and planning, 

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
    No FORMCHECKBOX 

Verification found on page (s)  16  
· evidence that no more than 15% of the grant amount will be spent on public services, 

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
    No FORMCHECKBOX 

Verification found on page (s)  17  
· evidence that at least 70% of the grant amount will benefit persons of low and moderate income, 

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
    No FORMCHECKBOX 

Verification found on page (s)  17  
C.  Public Comment Period

Was the proposed action plan amendment published via the jurisdiction’s usual methods and on the Internet for no less than 7 calendar days of public comment?

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
         No FORMCHECKBOX 
.
Verification found on page(s)   18  
Is there a summary of citizen comments included in the final amendment? 

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 
  
Verification found on page(s)  18,19
D.  Certifications 

The following certifications are complete and accurate:

(1)   Affirmatively furthering fair housing



Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(2)   Anti-displacement and relocation plan



Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(3)   Drug-free Workplace                                                                       Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(4)   Anti-lobbying






Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(5)   Authority of jurisdiction





Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(6)   Consistency with plan





Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(7)   Section 3







Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(8)   Community development plan




Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(9)   Following a plan                           


                         Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(10) Use of Funds






Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(11) Excessive Force






Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(12) Compliance with anti-discrimination laws



Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(13) Lead-based paint procedures                                           

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(14) Compliance with laws





Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(15) Compliance with ARRA





Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(16) Project selection






Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(17) Timeliness of infrastructure investments



Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(18) Buy American provision





Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(19) Appropriate use of funds for infrastructure investments

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(20) 70% of CDBG-R for LMI 




Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

Optional Certification

(21) Urgent Need

 




Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

D.  State Certifications 

The following certifications are complete and accurate:

(1)   Affirmatively furthering fair housing



Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(2)   Anti-displacement and relocation plan



Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(3)   Drug-free Workplace                                                                       Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(4)   Anti-lobbying






Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(5)   Authority of State






Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(6)   Consistency with plan





Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(7)   Section 3







Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(8)   Community development plan




Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(9)   Consultation with Local Governments

                         Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(10) Use of Funds






Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(11) Excessive Force






Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(12) Compliance with anti-discrimination laws



Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(13) Compliance with laws





Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(14) Compliance with ARRA





Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(15) Project selection






Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(16) Timeliness of infrastructure investments



Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(17) Buy American provision





Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(18) Appropriate use of funds for infrastructure investments

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

(19) 70% of CDBG-R for LMI 




Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 

Optional Certification

(20) Urgent Need

 




Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
        No FORMCHECKBOX 
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